Search and Seizure Bulletin 
INDEX 1995 JANUARY — DECEMBER 


Month Page 


Abandoned Property 

Officer Examines Luggage in Overhead 
Compartment of Bus, McDonald (IN) 

Police Question Suspect After He Drops Bag 
Containing Cocaine, Martinez (NY) 

Suspects Discard Drugs While Fleeing Scene of 
Illegal Search, Boone (UT) 

Suspects Slip Guns Under Car, Lewis (MA) 


Body Search 
Convicted Sex Offender Protests DNA Testing for 
Future Identification, Wealer (1J_) ................00.-000+- Jan. 
Suspect Strip Searched for Robbery-Related Scars, 
Davis (OK) 
Border Search 
Protective Pat-Down Includes Inspection of Shoes, 
Douglas (VI) 
Travelers Searched at Virgin Islands Airport, 
Hyde (VI) 
Canine Search 
Drug Dog Alerts to Visitor at Prison Entrance 


ns, ONIN HUD a ectirnicisiocessestenessennnsrcnnntoninaiods Sept. 


Handler Does Not Keep Daily Documentation of 
Dog’s Accuracy, Florez (NM) 

No Reasonable Suspicion for Canine Sniff of 
Luggage Compartment, Garcia (NM) 

Parole Officer Brings in Narcotics Dog After 
Suspecting Parolee of Drug Activities, 
Brown (OK) 


Consent 
Car Dealership Catches Fire After Owner 
Becomes Suspect in Fraud Investigation, 
Dorsey (IL) 
DEA Agents Search Taped Boxes in Train 
Passenger’s Luggage, Maldonado (IL).................. Apr. 
Did Agents Reasonably Believe Alleged 
Accomplice Was Aware of Police Presence?, 
Tovar-Rico (FL) 
Does Written Consent to Search Extend for a 


Month Page 
Driver Accidentally Signs Consent Form Hidden 
Under Traffic Ticket, Willis (TL)..........0....00.000.. Nov. 
Driver Consents Without Knowing Purpose of 
Search, Snow (NY) 
Drugs Found in Soles of Suspects’ Sneakers, 
RD IPB eanciesnnhieibsinvesioreninninmnnniitanngninsstiidenviatee Sept. 
Family of Missing Landlord Consents to Search of 
Tenant’s Room, McGregor (OK) 
Father Authorizes Search of Garage Shared With 
Son, Evans (IN) 
FBI Targets Distributor of Allegedly Obscene 
EIU, GRIN 0 ED pep eincnieersistnesenizesenieincnsion Sept. : 
Landlord Consents to Search of Leased Property, 
Rose (WA) 
Masked Officers Ask Drug Suspect for Permission 
to Search, LaGrone (IN) 
Motorists Consent to Search When Stopped for 
Failing to Wear Seat Belt, Ramos (IA) 
Occupant Climbs Through Window to Unlock 
Door for Officers, Iron Wing (SD) 
Officer Destroys Suitcase Lining During Search, 
SRE Sere ee tea ee ne . Feb. 
Officers Detain Suspect for Three Hours While 
Waiting for Investigator, McCurdy (NM) 
Officers Find Drugs Behind Wood Paneling in 
Recreational Vehicle, Zucco (TX) 
Officers Prearrange Sweep of Suspect’s Apartment, 
Calhoun (TN) 
Owner Arrives After Police Enter Apartment, 
ia . Dec. : 
Passenger Interprets for Driver Who Does Not 
Speak English, Sanchez (NE) ...............ccssssesseeseees Apr. 
Robbery Suspect’s Skiing Companion Suggests 
Search Of Lamp, Rosh (AZ) ....ccrencecoceccscescessstesssrcees Jan. 
Suspect’s Partner Consents to Search After Being 
Called Drug “Mule”, Parker (NY)...............0++. ... Mar. 
Suspect’s Sister Consents to Search of Residence, 
Roark (KY) 
Suspect Gives Consent After Police Tell About 
Earlier Seizure, Fierro (TX) 


Month?, Jones (OH) Suspect Opens Door to Officers, Garcia (CT) Oct. 
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Woman Tells Agents to Get Search Warrant But 
Roommate Consents, Morning (AZ) 


Electronic Device 

Agents Use Video and Audio Surveillance to 
Record Drug Sale, Rodriguez (NY) 

DEA Agents Wiretap Drug Suspects in Foreign 
Countries, Barona (CA) 

Drug Conspirators Challenge Scope of Wiretaps, 
Earls (OK) 

FBI’s Warrant Uses Code Name for Conspirator 
Informant, Falls (1A) 

FBI Taps Phone of Man Who Allegedly Poisoned 
Wife, Meling (WA) 


Entry 
Coast Guard Retrieves Hash Before Ship Goes Up 
in Flames, Juda (CA) 
» Admit Officers?, 
3 EE re an NL ee = ae June 
Officer Accidentally Discovers Marijuana Patch 
While Tracking Purse Snatcher, Hider (ME)....... Apr. 
Officers Find Marijuana Plants While Searching 
for Domestic Violence Victims, Menz (WA) 
Officers Force Entry After Occupant Shouts 
‘Police!”, Walker (DC) . 
Officers Knock and Announce at Side Door While 
Another Enters Through Front, VonWillie (AZ) .. Nov. 
Officers Pursue Fleeing Men Into Apartment, 
SE IN siiccisiniclatonanzsenictsnensnnsedsbdvnskontiisivenneunaitaonsonts May 
Officers Responding to Domestic Dispute Get 
8-Year-Old’s Consent to Search, Will (OR) 
Police Can See House Occupants But No One 
Answers Door, Robles (IL) . 


Did Occupants “Refuse’ 


woiaenisaciatlianneeteiiaivential Apr 
Police Execute Warrant by Forcing Entry Into 
Unoccupied House, Chubbuck (NM) 


Exigent Circumstances 
Officers Search Apartment After Handcuffing 
Suspect, Maiden (DC) niianeutsnteces ae 
Officers Suspect Drug Activity Outside Auto Body 
Shop, Carrillo-Morales (TX) .............:sceseeeeeeeeeeee FED. 
Pollution Officer Removes Asbestos From 
Construction Site, Nicoletti (PA).................. July 


Expectation of Privacy 
Acrial Thermal Imaging Reveals Suspect’s House 
Is Warmer Than Others, Robinson (AL) 


Cocaine Found in Motel Room — Occupant 
Claims He Was Only Borrowing Room, 
Conway (KS) ....... 

County Seizes Derelict Cars Parked | in Viol ation 
of Zoning Law, Schneider (CA) 


DEA Agent Ignores “No Trespassing” Sign on 
Suspect’s Two-Acre Property, 
Domitrovich (WA) 
Detectives Enter Apartment Disguised as 
Maintenance Workers, Torres (CT) ............:-2000+0+ June 


Month Page 

Did Suspect Have an Expectation of Privacy in 

Companion’s Bag?, Sanchez (NY). 
Driver Authorizes Blood Test for Alcohol Only, 

Binner (OR) 
FBI Seizes Letters Sent to Suspect’s Wife, 

King (MI) 
Officer Investigates Open Garage Door, Bute (UT) June 
Officer Watches Suspect Through Crack in 

Bathroom Stall, Delaney (NE)................ccceseseeseeees Sept. 
Officers Perform Inventory Search of Car After 

Releasing Robbery Suspect, Matthews (IL) ......... Apr. 
Police Pilot Sees Pot Growing on Ex-Officer’s 

Land, Fernandez (FL). ; Nov. 
Postal Inspectors Use Transmitter to Track Stolen 

Bank Deposits, Jones (NC) ... Jan. 
Public Utility Discloses Electricity Consumption 

Records, Maxfield (WA) inilanistiiniegiientiteaa ame 
Storage Facility Seizes Locker Contents for 

Nonpayment of Rent, Poulsen (CA)........... .-. July 
Suspect Claims Thermal Imaging Scan Was Illegal 

TN, TIE GOD aca scsceccisiesiionncsennsieniiitig . Aug 
Suspect Denies Connection to Apartment, 

Brown (WI). joinsokasncaiaicnsinionsncnnsiaalipaininisiabeaiittenes WU 
Unauthorized Driver of Rental Car Challenges 

Search, Wellons (WV) .............. er 


Informant 
Affidavit Does Not Describe Source’s Previous 
i Eb 
All Details of Informant’s Tip Not Independently 
Corroborated, Baker (WY) Ser 
First-Time Informant Provides Highly Detailed 
Tip, Sonagere (OH). schneeamesiacesinenecncinaeiiitimenivts WA 
Informant Miscaiculates a tiiemaad s Height and 
Age, Cherry (TX) a 
Officers Don’t Witness Informant’s Controlled 
Buy, Warren (DC) ... July 
Officers Search Truck Based on Informant’s Tip, 
Dedo (MD) Dec. 
Police Discover Cocaine in False-Bottomed 
PUTOGGR Com, FEED TOBA) | isveecisittionsanninittinseviniesiasonns WME: 
Police Don’t Tell Magistrate About Informant’s 
Embezzlement Conviction, Barr (ND)... Mar. 
Police Stop Car Based on Tip From Unknown 
Informant, Padro (OH)... soceene DEP. 
Reliable Informant Gives Second-Hand 
Information From Unidentified Source, 
J RSA CROSS matress Mees eve E RSs eC Mar. 
Search Warrant for Felon’s Home Is Issued After 
Shooting Incident, Collins (MT) 
Source’s Tip and Infrared Reading Suggests 
Trailer Owners Are Growing Marijuana, 
Robertson (SD) .0.........::cceeeeeees pannel teniia ellie Apr. 
Supporting Affidavit Contains Significant 
Misrepresentations and Omissions, Medina- 
Reyes (IA) 
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Inventory Search 

Can Possessor of Stolen Car Object to Its Search?, 
Tropiano (NY) 

Officer Finds Evidence in Car Linking Driver 
With Bank Robbery, Agofsky (MO) 

Police Find Crack in Juice Container, 
Griffiths (NY) 

Police Search Closed Container After Traffic 
Pg IID TOE itiacaneececitsittisnstnieninenitciisesiiliens May 

Police Tow and Inventory Van After Warrantless 
Search, Donnelly (MA) 


Investigative Stop 
Deputy Investigates Car Parked by School After 
Chain of School Burglaries, Kimball (ME).......... Jan 
Officer Becomes Suspicious After Seeing Two 
Men Walk Toward Deserted Parking Lot, 
I CR cinccnicncasnccesinenequiasentnnbisnentsomsieibamnmmiauasiinites Oct 
Suspect Claims Questioning Was Racially 
Motivated, Travis (KY) 
Troopers Believe Pickup Truck Has False 
Compartment, Toro-Pelaez (KS).............2:c00000+ , 


Pat-Down Search 
Did Crotch Area Pat-Down Exceed Scope of 
Consent?, Ashley (DC) 
Experienced Officer Knows Bulges to Be Drug 
FON, SIE CEI acres rcncsnrecibctioinominntnovninenisinnes d Jan. 
Officer Notices Bulge in Bus Passenger’s Pants, 
Cooper (TX) ... June 
Officers Open Folded Food Stamp During Frisk, 
I re ea aninrccinciserninnestntnttninmenaninianiaaiiinn July 
Officers Stop and Frisk Suspects Based on 
Jackets, Rivera (IL) 


Plain View 
Drug Paraphernalia Store Owner Caught With 


Marijuana Plants, Janus Industries (CO) Aug. 


Drugs Spotted as Officer Prepares to Frisk 

Suspect, Crespo (PA) ...........+-+ ‘ a 
Firearms Discovered During Parole Officer’s 

Routine Home Visit, Trzaska (NY).............-....0-+. Apr 
Officers Seize Suspect’s Rolodex and Business 

CE, FE SID nsrenittisncennseccesssnoeninevenimntensvocenes July 
Police Find Suspect Asleep Beside Semi-Automatic 

SU, TOE Sr BED eertsesasenesniivniinnicicincenininniinipinosmnmeetiin Aug. 
Police Open Cellophane Bricks Found in Suitcase, 

EE ee ae cm May 
Police Search House for Suspect — Semiautomatic 

Weapons Displayed on Wall, Langan (OH) 


Probable Cause 

Airline Passenger Escorted Off Plane While Held 
Ry BOONE DOOR, RCO CT A) inc cnccccnccsciccscscccscscccccvone Feb. 

Armed Suspect Lies About Owning Car 
Containing Cocaine, Carrillo (CA) 

Bank Fraud Suspect Claims Fourth Amendment 
Violation, Clapp (MN) 

Drug Trafficker Identifies Supplier, Gilbert (KS) ... July 


Month Page 

Investigators Target Psychiatrist in Child 

Pornography Sting, Byrd (LA) Feb 
Is Display of Contraband an “Interrogation”?, 

Blackstone (AZ) .... = Oct 
Judge Issues Conditional Search Warrant, 

Canelo (NE) ....ccccs0..:- ; 
Suspect Accused of Bombing a Small Business, 

Edmiston (IA) ... 


Protective Sweep 


Arrest Results in Discovery of 126 Marijuana 
Plants, Hromada (FL) 

Locker Searched After Wife Reports Being 
Threatened With Gun, Hawkins (MN) 

Officers Sweep Apartment to Protect Themselves 
From Arrestee’s “Boys”, Henry (DC) 

Police Search Under Mattress and Behind Shade 
During Sweep, Ford (DC) 

Protective Sweep of House Lasts Two Hours After 
Arrest Outdoors, Hogan (NM) 

Suspect s Address ( hanges Before Police Execute 
Warrant, Lauter (NY) 

Warrant Seeks All of Corporation’s Business 
Records, Kow (CA) 


Roadblock 


Man Convicted of Drug Charges Claims 
Roadblock Caused Excessive Fear, 


Trevino (IL) 


Search Incident to Arrest 


Deputies Find Drugs on Suspect Arrested for 
Domestic Violence, Warden (KS) 

Officers Do Protective Sweep After Handcuffing 
Suspect, Helmstetter (LA) 

Officers Search Garage After Arresting Suspect 
Outside, Alexander (IL) 


Seizure 


Detective Refuses to Return Seized Suitcase to 
Arrestee. Carter (VA) Feb 
INS Agents Seize Suspected Illegal Alien Based 
on Foreign Name, Orhorhaghe (CA) June 


Supreme Court Decision 


Supreme Court Rules on Knock and Announce 
Requirement, Docket No. 94-5707 (AR) 


Traffic Stop 


Deputy Receives Dispatch Driver That He Just 
Stopped Is Crime Suspect, Young (IL) 

Detectives Investigating Crime Family Stop Driver 
for Traffic Violations, Scopo (NY) 

Did Metro Officer Have Authority to Make DWI 
Arrest on Highway?, Elliott (TX) 

Driver Stopped En Route to Mardi Gras, 
Scott (TX) .......... 
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Officers Search Car’s Occupants After Seeing 
Bundle of Cash and Gold Jewelry, Rouse (FL) ... Mar. ; 

Out-of-State Car Pulled Over for State Window 
Tint Violation, Castillo (UT) 

Police Find Nine Kilograms of Cocaine in Secret 
Compartment, Bullock (VA) 

Trooper Conducts Stop Based on Information That 
Car Is “Good Candidate” for Drug Trafficking, 
Mota (WY) 

Troopers Pull Over Group of Alleged Neo-Nazi 
Skinheads, MacCready (TX) 

Weaving Driver Says Officer Didn’t See Any 
Specific Violation, Cox (NE) 


Warrant 
Affidavit Does Not Say Where Documents Are 
Kept, Henry (NY) 
Affidavit Does Not State Why Police Think Driver 
Was Drunk, Sloan (MI) 
ATF Agents Seize Firearms Not Described in 
ay MIE TR sncecncericsececncecrscittinnsttionnonsancosenss May 
Disguise and Vehicles Lead Police to Suspected 
Bank Robber, McCarty (MS) 
Felon-in-Possession Suspect Claims Warrant 
Incorrectly Included Antique Guns, 
IIIT sisisisissiainpasulicseillanvbiicuicnieisihanvinosinanitcancacends Sept. ‘ 
Is Locked Bedroom a Separate Residence?, 
Kyles (CT) 


Month Page 


Officers Get Warrant Amended Over the Phone at 
Suspect’s House, Velardi (NY) 

Officers Get Warrant to Search Home of Suspect 
Indicted for Drug Trafficking, Garcia (TX) 

Police Get Search Warrant a Year After Initial Tip, 
TD GPRD ccvninsttntiosirnessceciiscicinnnitbnlboitiaiaiennennnibiniecninsattehl May 

Seized Videotape Shows Arrestee Posing With 
| —__, RRRE Cen Ome 7 eae, Seer Sept. 

Subject of Search Claims Magistrate Who Issued 
Warrant Was Biased, McBride (WI) ..................0+. Mar. 

Warrant Affidavit Contains Misleading Statements, 
Dunlap (MO) 

Warrant Authorizes Seizure of Pornography, 
Layne (TX) 

Warrant Falsely Suggests Agents Corroborated 
Tipsters’ Information, Foreman (AR) 


Warrantless Search 
Agents Pierce Opaque Package After Airline 
TT FINED, TIE BID ccvitsccnincncsncccinevinnccativiniinn Nov. 
Airline Passenger’s Luggage Searched Under 
Antihijacking Regulations, Ross (CA) 
Electric Utility’s Inspection Reveals More Than 
Just Power Diversion, Cleaveland (OR)............... Apr. 
Metro Detroit Libertarians Accused of Involvement 
in Letter Bombing, Scarborough (MI) 
Officers See Drugs Though First-Floor Window, 
James (WI) 








